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ARNOLD MITTELMAN is a producer and director with 40 years of theatrical achievement that has 

resulted in the creation and production of more than 300 artistically diverse plays, musicals and 

special events. Prior to coming to the world famous Coconut Grove Playhouse in 1985, Mr. Mittelman 

directed and produced Alone Together at Broadway's Music Box Theatre. Succeeding the esteemed actor 

José Ferrer as the Producing Artistic Director of Coconut Grove Playhouse, he continued to bring national 

and international focus to this renowned theater.  

Mr. Mittelman helped create more than 200 plays, musicals, educational and special events on two stages 

during his 21-year tenure at the Playhouse. These plays and musicals were highlighted by 28 World or 

American premieres. This body of work includes three Pulitzer Prize-winning playwrights directing their 

own work for the first time in a major theatrical production: Edward Albee - Seascape; David Auburn - 

Proof; and Nilo Cruz - Anna In the Tropics. Musical legends Cy Coleman, Charles Strouse, Jerry Herman, 

Jimmy Buffett, John Kander and Fred Ebb were in residence at the Playhouse to develop world premiere 

productions. The Coconut Grove Playhouse has also been honored by the participation of librettist/writers 

Herman Wouk, Alfred Uhry, Jerome Weidman and Terrence McNally. 

Too numerous to mention are the world famous stars and Tony award-winning directors, designers and 

choreographers who have worked with Mr. Mittelman. Forty Playhouse productions, featuring some of the 

industry's greatest theatrical talents and innovative partnerships between the not-for-profit and for-profit 

sectors, have transferred directly to Broadway, off-Broadway, toured, or gone on to other national and 

international venues (see below). In addition, while at the Playhouse he oversaw the creation of an 

education program that included a complete theatrical training curriculum and in-school touring program 

that commissioned and produced 35 socially relevant plays for children. 

While at the Coconut Grove Playhouse, which began its theatrical history more than fifty years ago with the 

American premiere of Waiting for Godot, Mr. Mittelman produced and launched the 12-city national tour of 

Tuesdays With Morrie as part of Live Nation's Broadway Across America Series. Other national tours have 

included Tallulah starring Kathleen Turner and Death of a Salesman with Hal Holbrook. The revival of Herb 

Gardner's I'm Not Rappaport, starring Judd Hirsch and Ben Vereen, moved directly to Broadway as did the 

National Actors Theater production of Neil Simon's The Sunshine Boys starring Tony Randall and Jack 

Klugman. Mr. Mittelman solely produced the off-Broadway hit, Visiting Mr. Green, starring Eli Wallach, 

which started at the Playhouse, ran a year off-Broadway, and has subsequently been produced all over the 

world. Mr. Mittelman also produced Bermuda Avenue Triangle in Los Angeles starring Beatrice Arthur.  

 

 



As a director, Mr. Mittelman has staged numerous plays and musicals ranging from classics to revivals and 

new works, including Luis Santeiro's Mixed Blessings (based on Moliere's Tartuffe), which was chosen to 

be part of the prestigious AT&T OnStage Program. As Producing Artistic Director, Mr. Mittelman headed an 

organization with an annual budget in excess of $6 million. He supervised a year-round and seasonal staff 

of 60-100 people that included artistic, educational, production, marketing, fundraising and 

administrative departments. During his tenure the Playhouse generated well over $150 million in gross 

revenues, representing over $500 million in economic impact to South Florida while his productions have 

been seen by over three million attendees, including countless disadvantaged citizens, seniors and 

students. 

Mr. Mittelman led a team that received $20 million in government funding and $5 million in private sector 

support toward Playhouse renovations. In addition, the Playhouse was the home of many other artistic 

events including music, dance, concerts, film festivals and the television broadcasts of the David 

Letterman and Jon Stewart shows. Before coming to the Playhouse and for more than a decade, Mr. 

Mittelman was Producing Director of the nationally acclaimed Whole Theatre Company, which he founded 

with other artists including Oscar-winner Olympia Dukakis. The repertory of the Whole Theatre resident 

company emphasized classic American and Western European literature. Mr. Mittelman is proud to have 

directed the work of O'Neill, Albee, Brecht, Chekov and many others. Prior to the Whole Theatre he was a 

founder and director of the nationally acclaimed New York Free Theatre where he created, for six years, 

original plays and musicals with relevant social themes. He was also a co-producer of Shaw's Candida for 

CBS Television starring Blythe Danner.  

Mr. Mittelman attended the High School for the Performing Arts and graduated with honors from Brooklyn 

College. He received his M.F.A. from the N.Y.U. School of Arts, where he was the first recipient of the 

Vincent Sardi Fellowship. Additionally, Mr. Mittelman has taught and been on the graduate faculty of 

Rutgers University, under a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation, developing a new doctoral program in 

Applied Arts. He is the co-author of Theater Arts and Self Awareness, a compilation of pioneering 

techniques in development of self esteem, reading, math, and behavioral change in adolescents. He also 

wrote under contract for Universal Studios. Mr. Mittelman has been a member of the League of American 

Theatres and Producers, Actors Equity, and the Society of Stage Directors and Choreographers.  

In 2006 Arnold Mittelman was recipient of the George Abbott Award for Outstanding Achievement in the 

Arts. His latest accomplishment is the founding of the American Theater Festival (ATF), bringing the 

unique productions and the work of America's finest producing not-for-profit theaters to a series of 

dynamic presenting venues throughout the country. He also established the National Jewish Theater (NJT) 

which celebrates and preserves the genius and cultural significance of important Jewish American 

composers, lyricists and playwrights of musical theater, drama and comedy. Mr. Mittelman is proud to be 

President and Producing Artistic Director of both the not-for-profit American Theater Festival and National 

Jewish Theater. The companies' first production was The Soul of Gershwin: The Musical Journey of an 

American Klezmer by Joseph Vass. (www.soulofgershwin.com).  

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Shows Original ly Produced by the Coconut Grove Playhouse during  
Arnold Mittelman’s tenure that  went  on to Broadway,  Off‐Broadway,   

London, National  Tours and Co‐Productions.  
 

 
1985    CORPSE moved from the CGP to an open ended run on Broadway at the Helen Hayes Theatre  
1986    RUM & COKE was co‐produced with Joseph Papp’s New York Shakespeare Festival 
1986    ON THE TWENTIETH CENTURY went on National Tour following its run at CGP, starring 

Imogene Coca 
1987    LET ‘EM ROT by Cy Coleman and A.E. Hotchner which moved directly to Broadway with the 

title WELCOME TO THE CLUB 
1988    FAME the Musical originated at CGP and has been produced around the world and on 

London’s West End 
1988    BLOOD WEDDING was co‐produced with the Old Globe Theatre of San Diego 
1988    RUN FOR YOUR WIFE starring Ray Cooney, moved directly from CGP to Broadway for an 

open‐ended run 
1988    MIXED BLESSINGS by Luis Santeiro, based on Moliere’s TARTUFFE won the AT&T On‐Stage 

National Award  
1989    LADY DAY  AT EMERSON’S BAR & GRILL  transferred to the Wisdom Bridge Theatre in 
Chicago 
1989    MATADOR the Musical, moved directly to London’s West End and was produced by CBS 
Records 
1990    EMBRACEABLE YOU re‐opened on Broadway with the new title MIXED EMOTIONS   
1990    ONCE UPON A SONG moved to London’s Off‐West End for an open‐ended run starring 

Anthony Newley 
1991  THE BIG LOVE  starring Tracey Ullman transferred directly to Broadway for an open‐ended run 
1992    TANGO PASION a world premiere featuring new choreography and a company of more than 

30 of Argentina’s  finest dancers, musicians and singers, transferred directly to Broadway 
1992    FAMILY SECRETS moved and became the then longest running one‐woman show in off‐ 

Broadway history  
1994   PAPA transferred to off‐Broadway for an open‐ended run starring Len Cariou 
1995    BERMUDA AVENUE TRIANGLE starring Bea Arthur moved from CGP to Detroit, Los Angeles, 

then to New York   1995  RADIO GALS moved to an open‐ended off‐Broadway run 
1995    DEATH OF A SALESMAN was created by and began its national tour at CGP, starring Hal 

Holbrook 
1996    VISITING MR.  GREEN starring Eli Wallach moved to an off‐Broadway open‐ended run and 

has been produced around the world in numerous languages 
1996    DON’T STOP THE CARNIVAL  by Herman Wouk and Jimmy Buffett moved to the Bahamas for 

an open‐ended run 
1997    L ITTLE BY L ITTLE  had an open‐ended run off‐Broadway at the York Theatre 
1997    THE SUNSHINE BOYS moved to Broadway produced by Tony Randall’s National Actor’s 

Theatre starring Jack Klugman and Mr. Randall 
1998    AN EVENING WITH JERRY HERMAN, transferred to Broadway for an open‐ended run at the 

Booth Theatre  



1998    GOODBYE,  MY FRIDUCHITA was later produced in New York by the Director’s Company, 
then transferred off‐Broadway  

1999    TALLULAH starring Kathleen Turner, had a National Tour of 15 major cities presented by the 
Nederlander  Organization 

1999    ROUGH CROSSING was produced in association with Tony Randall’s National Actor’s Theatre  
1999    THE GATHERING first with Theodore Bikel then Hal Linden, moved to Broadway for an open‐

ended run 
2001    SAY  GOODNIGHT, GRACIE moved to an open‐ended run on Broadway, then to a National 
Tour  
2002    I ’M NOT RAPPAPORT with Judd Hirsch and Ben Vereen, moved to Broadway for an open‐

ended run 
2002    URBAN COWBOY the Musical   opened on Broadway for an open‐ended run  
2002    BLUE  was co‐produced with the Pasadena Playhouse, Arizona Theatre Company and Papermill 

Playhouse 
2003    ROMEO AND BERNADETTE was co‐produced with the Papermill Playhouse  
2003    SIX DANCE LESSONS  IN SIX WEEKS moved to Broadway for an open‐ended run 
2003    URBAN COWBOY the Musical received two Tony Nominations for Best Choreography and 

Best Score   
2003    CONFESSIONS OF A MORMON BOY  transferred off‐Broadway for an open‐ended run 
2005    TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE starring Harold Gould, was created by CGP, toured nationally, 

presented by Live Nation as part of their Broadway Across America series in 12 major American 
cities 

2006    SOUTHERN COMFORTS world premiere starring Hal Holbrook and Dixie Carter, was 
presented by Primary Stages in New York City in their 2006‐07 season 

2006   THE CONSTANT WIFE co‐production with Walnut Street Theater and winner of the Carbonell 
Award for “Best Production in South Florida”  

 

 

2007  THE SOUL OF GERSHWIN, originally produced at the Coconut Grove Playhouse in 2002, 
becomes the Inaugural Production of American Theater Festival and National Jewish Theater at 
the Parker Playhouse in Fort Lauderdale  

 


